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U S C ’ s  D a n c e  M a r a t h o n 
executive board hosted its fi rst-ever 
registration rally Tuesday evening 
with hopes of getting more students 
to register for the March event. 
“Our goal is to raise excitement 
for USCDM and celebrate all great 
things for kids this semester,” said 
Jill ian Kral, the group’s overall 
director and a fourth-year tourism 
management student. 
USC will host its 15th annual 
24-hour dance marathon March 
1, 2013, which wil l benef it the 
Children’s Miracle Network, a 
nonprofit organization that raises 
money for 170 children’s hospitals 
across the country. Proceeds from 
the event will go to Palmetto Health 
Children’s Hospital. 
“We had 321 people registered for 
this event before today,” Kral said of 
the marathon. “We hope this event 
will raise awareness and that we can 
strongly exceed our numbers from 
last year.”
In addit ion to an on-the-spot 
registration discount, the board 
ent iced students with tables of 
koozies and T-shirts for sale, holiday 
cards to decorate for children and 
hospital staff and food donated by 
Panera Bread, Insomnia Cookies 
and Fatz. 
Appearances by two “Miracle 
families,” which are families of 
children who are cancer survivors, 
were scheduled for the event, but 
were canceled. Instead, the event 
showed v ideos that shared the 
stories of some of the children.
“One of my friends just started 
Dance Marathon at the University 
of A rizona af ter hearing about 
ours,” said Leslie Knight, the dancer 
relat ions director and a second-
year public relations student. “If 
we just get one more person to get 
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Brad Pitt tackles 
relevant social issues, 
including the eco-
nomic recession, in 
his latest fi lm. 
See page 5
Columnist Carl 
Brzorad says the 
GOP must break the 
Norquist pledge, and 
soon, to end the fi s-
cal cliff.
See page 4
USC sophomore 
Aleighsa Welch is 
utilizing her maturity 
to make the adjust-
ment to becoming a 
scorer smoother.
See page 8
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A lpha  Tau Omeg a  f r ater n it y 
headquarters will revoke the charter of 
its USC chapter for a year starting in 
January 2013, the fraternity’s national 
chief executive said.
I n an ag reement bet ween t he 
university and the fraternity’s national 
headquarters, the chapter will return 
to campus in January 2014, cutting 
its absence from campus in half, said 
Wynn Smiley, the national fraternity’s 
chief executive offi cer.
“The original hearing decision was 
a four-year suspension, and it’s now 
one year, but, given the fact that this 
process has taken a year, it will be two 
years total,” Smiley said.
The chapter was closed until 2016 by 
USC last spring due to drug charges 
and has not been recognized as an 
on-campus student organization since 
March. Police searched the chapter’s 
Greek Village house in December last 
year, and some members were charged 
with the possession and distribution of 
marijuana . The fraternity was also one 
of seven placed on probation in 2011 
for violating alcohol policies during 
rush. 
P r e v iou s l y,  t he  c h ap t e r  w a s 
st i l l  recog n ized by it s  nat iona l 
headquarters, and the chapter has 
remained active. 
“Over the past year, we had our 
charter and we were told by our 
national offi cers that we were a chapter 
in the eyes of nationals, and we acted 
accordingly,” said third-year business 
student Brett Bowman, the chapter’s 
president.
Bowman said the chapter would 
begin a recolonizing process upon 
its return to campus. It will then be 
Two USC s t udent s  were 
charged criminally out of six 
who were referred to Student 
C o n d u c t  a f t e r  r e s i d e n t s 
repor ted hear ing “mult iple 
booms” outside of Columbia 
Hall earlier this year, according 
to documents the universit y 
released Tuesday.
Carson Wolfe, a f irst-year 
biochemist ry and molecular 
biology student of Roebuck, 
S.C., and Tyler Young, a first-
year undeclared student , of 
Spar tanburg, S.C.,  who are 
both 18, had been charged with 
possessing an “overpressure 
dev ice,” according to arrest 
warrants. Those charges were 
d ism issed in a  prel im inar y 
hearing Friday, according to 
court documents. 
What sanct ions the Off ice 
of Student Conduct mandated 
for  t he  s i x  s t udent s  i s  not 
publicly available, because that 
information is protected under 
the federal Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 
said university spokesman Wes 
Hickman. 
“They have been dealt with 
through the university’s Offi ce of 
Student Conduct appropriately,” 
Hickman said.
According to the Offi ce of the 
Registrar, Wolfe still attends the 
university, and Young withdrew 
this semester. Information about 
the other four students was 
not available; Hickman did not 
release their names to The Daily 
Gamecock, citing FERPA.
T h e  s i x  w e r e  m a k i n g 
“homemade ex plos ive-t y pe 
dev ice s  made  f rom pla s t ic 
bottles,” an expanded incident 
report released Tuesday said, and 
officers found the remnants of 
bottles outside by the residence 
hall’s northeast corner, which 
faces the building’s parking lot 
near Pendleton Street.
They fou nd t hree plast ic 
bottles that had been exploded 
and a four t h t hat appeared 
melted, according to the report. 
Information about what kind 
of devices the group made was 
redacted in the police report, 
but investigators found bottles 
fi lled partially with unidentifi ed 
substances. 
“Details on the manufacturing 
o f  d e s t r u c t i v e  d e v i c e s  i s 
protec ted for  publ ic  sa fet y 
reasons,” Hickman wrote later 
in an email response.
Officers also found a bottle 
with a substance in a trash can 
in a fourth-fl oor common room 
and “possible print evidence” 
on t h i rd- and fou r t h-f loor 
common area windows, and a 
Columbia Hall resident showed 
police tweets that “contained 
the phrase ‘making bombs’” and 
showed pictures of the process, 
accord ing to  t he ex pa nded 
report. 
Pol ice were ca l led to t he 
Barnwell Street residence hall 
twice on the night of the incident 
after multiple residents reported 
hearing what they thought were 
f i reworks,  according to the 
report. 
The fi rst came around 11 p.m. 
the night of Oct. 22, but offi cers 
Alpha Tau Omega charter revoked 6 disciplined in 
Columbia Hall 
explosions
Criminal charges 
against 2 in October 
incident dismissed
Thad Moore
TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Fraternity to return January 
2014, earlier than expected
Amanda Coyne & Thad Moore
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
FRATERNITY ● 3
Dance Marathon rallies ‘for the kids’
Fashion professional talks industry trends
Event encourages registration 
for annual 24-hour fundraiser
Paula Novacki
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Matt DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Donning “Too Legit to Sit” T-shirts, Dance Marathon organizers show how to do one of the dances they will teach at the 24-hour event.
Matt DeMarco / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Participants decorate holiday cards for 
children and hospital staff Tuesday night.DANCE ● 2
Rosanna Krekel knows a thing or two about fashion, and now 
she’s offering to share her expertise with students.
Now the regional director of the Charleston-based Fashion 
Group International, Krekel has worked in top positions at 
Glamour, Rolling Stone and Elle. 
Tuesday, she showed students in the Arnold School of Public 
Health the fi lm “The Best of the Runway,” which highlighted 
collections from Paris, Milan, London and New York for next 
spring and summer, and told them about the current trends in 
the industry. 
She and Fashion Group International will soon be opening 
opportunities to students, she announced at the event. The group 
will be accepting student members, she said, and six spots will be 
reserved for USC students.
— Compiled by Thad Moore, News Editor 
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Video available online
as passionate as we are, then this 
really is all worth it.”
K n ight  sa id  t he  Ch i ld ren’s 
Miracle Network lies close to heart, 
as it is both the philanthropy for 
Dance Marathon and her sorority, 
Phi Mu.
“We are so fortunate to have 
Palmetto Health so close to us,” 
Knight said. “I get to put names 
with faces and get to know the 
kids.”
The h igh l ight  of  t he  n ight 
included the premiere of USCDM’s 
p r o m o t i o n a l  v i d e o  t o  O n e 
Direction’s hit “Live While We’re 
Young.” 
The USCDM executive board 
and morale team leaders, dressed 
in various costumes and shirts 
that read, “Too Legit to Sit,” also 
performed one of the dances they’ll 
be teaching during the event.
“You defi nitely don’t have to be a 
dancer to participate,” Knight said. 
“We teach you everything you need 
to do.”
K n ight  a l s o  s a id  t h at  t h i s 
year, she’ll be asking her family 
for donations for the Children’s 
M i r ac le  Ne t work  i n  l i e u  o f 
Christmas gifts.
“Being so involved has given me 
a new perspective,” Knight said. 
“These are kids fi ghting for a next 
Christmas.”
Kral said she’s most excited to see 
other students adopt that mind-set 
as March approaches.
“I am looking forward to seeing 
how excited everyone on campus is 
this year and how many people are 
motivated to ‘stand for kids who 
can’t,’” Kral said. “That really is 
the whole premise for standing and 
dancing for 24 hours.” 
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Dance Marathon offers a registration discount at its Tuesday rally in the Russell House Ballroom, which aimed to boost its numbers.
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recognized again by both its national 
headquarters and the university.
“I think it’s clear that we all want a 
strong ATO chapter on the campus, 
and the men who currently make up 
the ATO chapter have acted very 
well since this whole process started,” 
Smiley said. “Under very diff icult 
c i rcumstances ,  t hey have acted 
exemplary. We also wanted to be able 
to return an ATO experience to these 
men prior to graduating.”
With the new timeline, current 
members of  t he f ratern it y who 
graduate in 2014 or later will still be on 
campus when the chapter returns. The 
composition of the chapter, however, 
may not remain the same come 2014, 
as the national fraternity will conduct 
a  “redevelopment process”  and 
interview students who want to join.
“We’ll also be recruiting lots of new 
members who want a very positive 
experience,” Smiley said. “Our goal 
is that every member of the ATO 
chapter will be a positive community 
member and a positive citizen.”
Upon it s  ret u rn,  t he chapter 
is not set to be subject to any type 
of probation, Smiley said. Instead, 
they’ll be given a fresh chance back on 
campus.
“The ultimate probation is that 
they’re gone; there is no chapter at 
the University of South Carolina right 
now,” he said. “It would be like putting 
someone in prison and have them 
getting out and saying ‘Oh, well, we 
still don’t trust you, so we’re going to 
put you back in prison.’”  
FRATERNITY ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? 
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d i d n ’ t  f i n d  s i g n s 
of  a ny t h i ng  a m i s s . 
They came again just 
before 1 a.m. the next 
morning , af ter USC 
and Columbia police 
r e c e i v e d  m u l t i p l e 
reports from residents 
and found evidence of 
activity. 
U S C  p o l i c e  h a d 
prev iously  decl ined 
to  revea l  det a i l s  of 
the incident as they 
pursued the prospect of 
prosecution. 
EXPLOSIONS ● Cont. from 1
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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FERPA laws abused, 
need to be changed
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time will burn kids out 
More school does 
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more knowledge
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“Because the 
conditions of 
FERPA are so 
broad, the law 
is easy to abuse 
and use to hide 
things that are 
not so relevant to 
academics.”
Whitney 
Smith
Second-year 
journalism 
student
Carl 
Brzorad
Third-year 
psychology 
student
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew point s page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 250 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
I hope I am not the only one on 
campus watching the f iscal cl if f 
negotiations currently taking place in 
our nation’s capital with disgust and 
dismay. It seems that a surprisingly 
l a rge  por t ion  of  ou r  nat ion’s 
congressional leaders have forgotten, 
o r  a r e  c h o o s i n g 
t o  d i s r e g a r d ,  t h e 
unequivocal message 
voters sent on Election 
Day less than a month 
ago:  t he wea lt h iest 
Americans must pay 
higher taxes so middle- 
and lower-class rates 
don’t go up.
Despite the will of 
the nation, as evidenced 
by a number of recent 
polls on tax rates for the wealthiest 
2 percent, a Republican plan to avert 
the fiscal cliff that was just rejected 
by the White House did not include 
any tax hikes on the richest of the 
rich. In fact, the plan called for tax 
cuts for the wealthy, in addition to the 
rest of the populace as well. How any 
logical-minded person could think of 
addressing our nation’s overwhelming 
debt and budget def icits without 
putting tax increases on the table is 
beyond me. 
To the Republicans’ credit, however, 
they are demanding broad entitlement 
reform, that is, cuts on the amount 
of money spent by the government 
to provide American citizens with 
Medicare, Social Security and other 
benefits. The only issue with this 
demand is that it is unrealistic to 
think it can be achieved in time to 
avert the fiscal cliff early next year. 
Some on the right are using the 
refusal of Democrats to include broad 
entitlement reform in the negotiations 
as justifi cation for refusing to budge 
on taxes, more evidence that the 
Republicans would rather pander 
to extremists like Grover Norquist 
than objectively approach the nation’s 
fi scal troubles. Democrats know that 
entitlement reform isn’t achievable in 
a month. I believe Republicans know 
this as well, yet they are talking as 
if a balanced approach must include 
reforms that are impossible given the 
circumstances.
Why not concede to the wishes of 
a growing majority of Americans and 
hold the wealthiest citizens to fairer 
tax standards? It is, after all, the most 
fundamental principle of democratic 
societ y that the majorit y rules. 
Given the dire need of an immediate 
compromise, Rep. John Boehner 
should stop acting like he is speaking 
for the people and admit that his 
failure to do his job and his refusal to 
heed the voter’s demands are a direct 
result of a pledge he signed years ago 
that he would not vote to raise taxes by 
a dime for any Americans while he is in 
offi ce. Norquist, the pledge’s drafter, is 
perhaps the most influential public 
fi gure in all of politics. Should Boehner 
break his pledge, he may face defeat in 
the next election due to Norquist and 
his vast vindictive political machine. 
Americans should know that Boehner 
and most congressional Republicans 
are looking out for their jobs, not for 
their constituents. 
W hi le some Republ icans are 
beginning to break the pledge already, 
I can only hope more will join suit 
before we fall over the cliff. 
When it comes to addictions, people typically 
think of drugs and alcohol. What people do not 
normally include in a list of abused substances is 
something readily available around every corner to 
which millions of people are addicted: sugar. 
It sounds bizarre that the sweet substance we have 
enjoyed indulging in our whole lives is considered an 
addictive substance. Neuroscientists have conducted 
studies on the effects of sugar on the brain using 
MRI scans. The studies have concluded that sugar 
activates the same regions of the brain that become 
active from usage of substances such as cocaine and 
morphine. In laboratory studies, rats that constantly 
fed on sugar had brain changes that mirrored drug 
withdrawal. It is critical that individuals become 
educated on how sugar affects daily life. 
Sugar energizes the cells of the brain. Ultimately, 
sugar inf luences the brain chemicals and can 
potentially alter the brain receptors that regulate 
how much food we consume. Sugar is in more than 
just sweet foods and drinks like ice cream and soda. 
Sugars are found in starchy foods such 
as pasta, bread and potatoes. These 
foods contain complex carbohydrates 
converted into glucose, which results 
in spik ing of blood sugar levels. 
Following the spike is a crash in blood 
sugar that proceeds to cause hunger, 
feeling shaky and dizzy and searching 
for another “fi x” to regain the sugar 
h igh. Simple carbohydrates are 
found in fruits, vegetables and dairy 
products; however, they also contain 
protein and fi ber that slow absorption of sugar. 
Some of the effects of the overconsumption of 
sugar include both mental and physical effects. 
One such mental effect includes poor memory and 
reduced mental functions. A diet high in sugar 
reduces the production of a chemical known as 
brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF), which 
regulates memories and learning. The list of physical 
complications extends to great lengths. Besides 
becoming overweight from overconsumption of 
sugar, diabetes, heart disease, hypertension, elevated 
cholesterol, kidney disease and liver disease are a 
few of the problems that can also occur. 
Numerous indicators can reveal whether a person 
has become dependent upon sugar. Sugar cravings 
at particular times can indicate dependency for 
an energy boost or to soothe emotional slumps. 
Consistent cravings all day can mean a sugar 
addiction is present. The clearest indicator is having 
withdrawal symptoms when cutting back on sugar. 
Breaking a sugar addiction is an uphill battle, but 
it is possible. The fi rst steps is to reduce the amount 
of sweets in your diet and then develop a plan for 
battling the cravings that will follow. An essential 
part of breaking free from sugar is to educate 
yourself on the subject. Understanding personality 
needs and environmental cues is also necessary to 
breaking your addiction. 
C olor ado ,  C on ne c t ic ut , 
Massachusetts, New York and 
Tennessee announced Monday 
that students will be required to 
go to school for 300 more hours 
as early as 2013, according to 
The State. Though 
t h i s  e f f o r t ’ s 
intentions are to 
increase student 
s u c c e s s  w h i l e 
s i mu lt a ne ou s l y 
a l l o w i n g  U. S . 
s c ho ol  s y s t em s 
t o  b e  m o r e 
compet it i ve  on 
a  g lob a l  l e v e l , 
t h e  d r a w b a c k s 
s ig n if icant ly  out weigh t he 
benefi ts.
The average school day for 
most kids is already daunting, 
as students are forced to remain 
confi ned in a building for seven 
hours. Increasing the amount 
of time in school won’t increase 
test scores or the knowledge 
students gain, but rather will 
increase the likelihood of having 
their attention stray elsewhere. 
In countries such as South Korea 
and Finland, students spend less 
time in school than American 
students, whose test scores are 
signifi cantly lower. 
Nearly 20,000 students in 
40 schools will be a part of the 
program intended to last three 
years. It has not been officially 
decided if school days will become 
longer, more days will be added or 
a combination of the two will be 
implemented. 
Not only will students become 
burnt out with an extended day 
or longer year, but teachers will 
also experience the monotony of 
instructing for a longer period 
of time. If teachers find their 
work becoming insipid, then 
students will also lose interest. 
Prolonging the amount of time 
students spend in school will not 
create progress, but rather create 
a country fi lled with disinterested 
and irritable children.  
Six USC students dropped homemade 
bombs from a window at Columbia Hall in 
October, but we’re not allowed to find out 
who these students are. Three guesses as to 
why. 
The Family Education Rights and Privacy 
Act, or FERPA 
for short , was 
o r i g i n a l l y 
designed to allow 
students to have 
control over and 
d isclose t hei r 
own educational 
records as they 
feel appropriate. 
H o w e v e r , 
throughout the 
years, FERPA 
h a s  s omehow 
m o r p h e d 
into an ambiguous blanket law that allows 
nondisclosure of many issues we feel 
necessary to bring out into the open, events 
that could have a large impact on the safety of 
a student body. Events, for example, involving 
homemade bombs.
We understand that privacy of our academic 
records is important to us as students, and 
there’s no question as to whether or not 
the law should exist. However, because the 
conditions of FERPA are so broad and don’t 
specify what an “educational record” entails, 
the law is easy to abuse and use to hide things 
that are not so relevant to academics.
When incidents happen on campus that 
involve crime, we have a right to know at least 
the very basic information about the people 
involved. While we do know two names of 
the students involved in the incident because 
both had criminal charges fi led against them, 
we don’t know anything about the other four 
— who they are, what punishments USC gave 
them or even if they still attend the university. 
We don’t blame USC for withholding the 
information. They’re only trying to follow 
the rules. But the rules need to be changed, 
and they need to be changed quickly, if for no 
other reason than to protect the safety of our 
students. 
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 USC’s School of Music is about to 
give audiences something they have 
never heard before. 
Music composition students have 
been prepar ing a l l  semester  to 
showcase their original pieces in the 
fi rst “New Voices” concert of the year, 
which will be held tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
in the School of Music Recital Hall . 
This free concert is open to the 
public and will include 20 student 
composers from USC’s School of 
Music who have chosen about 30 music 
students to perform their original 
pieces. 
The night will showcase everything 
f rom pia no a nd solo  g u it a r  to 
instruments a little more unique. 
“There will be a wide variety of 
music,” said Isaac Brockshus, the 
“New Voices” graduate assistant and 
composer. 
Brockshus said the audience will 
hear orchestral and vocal compositions 
as well as unusual mixes of instruments 
and purely electronic sounds. 
The instruments used in these 
or ig ina ls  a re on ly ha l f  of  what 
the composers want to give to the 
audience. 
Brock shus expla ined t hat  t he 
students drew inspiration from all 
kinds of infl uences, even ancient and 
mythical ones.
For third-year featured composer 
Jude Alanna Fox, these infl uences also 
included Disney movies.
“It started when my sister asked for 
help on a paper about the mythical 
hero Hercules, ” said Fox, adding 
that “Hercules” is one of her favorite 
Disney movies.
From the research about Hercules, 
Fox said she then learned about the 
17 stages every hero in literature goes 
through. 
Fox, who has composed vocal pieces 
in the past, put fi ve of these stages to 
music to create a series of miniature 
compositions that will be performed 
by a woodwind orchestra. This is 
the fi rst orchestral piece she has ever 
composed. 
I n s p i r a t i o n  f r o m  p e r s o n a l 
experiences is also a prominent theme 
among the composers.
“They ’ve created some rea l ly 
personal, intimate pieces,” Brockshus 
said. 
As personal as the compositions 
are, Brockshus added that when the 
composers were creating their pieces, 
they did have a set of limitat ions 
because  t hey  a re  not  t he  ones 
performing the pieces.
“You always compose with the 
performer in mind,” said fourth-year 
music composition student and “New 
Voices” composer Simms Oliphant . 
Oliphant has composed a f ive-
minute fl ute and piano piece and said 
she created a great relationship with 
her performers, fourth-year f lutist 
Caroline Beard and graduate pianist 
Lindsey Vickers, which was helpful in 
the composition process.
“They can give you really good 
feedback,” Oliphant said. “They can 
tell you whether something sounds 
wrong or if something is unplayable.”
Oliphant, who hopes to go on to 
graduate school for fi lm composition, 
said the “New Voices” concert is a 
great chance for everyone to showcase 
what they have been working on all 
semester.
A lmost  ever y  ot her  major  in 
t he music school ,  except music 
composition, gives students long solo 
recitals. 
“This is our recital,” Fox said. “And 
it’s important to come and support 
us.”  
 It’s 2008 in post-Katrina New Orleans. America 
has entered the backdrop of its economic collapse, 
and the presidential election is soon drawing to a 
close. President Barack Obama voices his message 
on “the American promise” and how America is 
a community on a television screen in a bar, but 
mafi a hit man Jackie Cogan (Brad Pitt) believes the 
contrary.
“Don’t make me laugh,” he says. “I’m living in 
America, and in America, you’re on your own.”
The latest collaborat ion between Pitt and 
director Andrew Dominik, “Killing Them Softly,” 
attacks America on one of its most relevant issues, 
the recession, in a not-so-subtle fashion. Based 
on late crime novelist George V. Higgins’s 1974 
novel “Cogan’s Trade,” the movie boasts a darkly 
comic script grounded with real-world dialogue 
and strong performances all around, especially 
from Pitt.
Introduced via Johnny Cash’s song “The Man 
Comes Around,” Cogan’s called in to sort out 
a situation involving two amateur miscreants 
Frank ie (Scoot McNair y) and Russel l (Ben 
Mendelsohn), who take up a job knocking over an 
illegal, mob-protected poker game run by well-
respected Markie Trattman (Ray Liotta). The trick 
about this heist: Trattman will mostly be suspected 
since he’s already robbed his mob associates before 
during a previous poker game.
From the moment this plot point is introduced, 
Dominik pounds on America with an iron hammer, 
as he did in his fi lm “The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert Ford.” The mobsters 
in the card game f lippantly playing with each 
other’s money serves as a metaphor of how the 
Wall Street suits fell as the financial industry 
collapsed. 
But earlier in the fi lm, Dominik establishes the 
fi lm’s mind-set toward crazy capitalism through a 
series of television and radio warbling about the 
economy crashing, without losing focus on the 
actual story. 
Cogan constantly meets with  a clean-collared 
mob lawyer (Richard Jenkins) to discuss how his 
every move to fi x the situation has to be approved 
by the corporate suits running the mafia. But 
that doesn’t suit Cogan too well, so he brings 
along fellow assassin Mickey ( James Gandolfi ni), 
‘Killing Them 
Softly’ attacks 
United States 
economic crisis
Tyler Simpson
TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
New Brad Pitt fi lm tackles relevant 
social issues, packs strong performances
Student composers 
debut original works 
in recital tonight
Caitlyn McGuire
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Brad Pitt stars as mafi a bad boy Jackie Cogan in “Killing Them Softly,” the actor’s latest collaboration with director Andrew Dominik. The fi lm is based on a 1974 novel.
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Director: Andrew Dominik
Starring: Brad Pitt, Richard Jenkins, 
James Gandolfi ni
Rating: R for violence, pervasive 
language, sexual references and 
drug use
“Killing Them Softly”
NOW IN THEATERS
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“In one sentence, I’d describe myself as 
indescribable. But I wouldn’t end it with a 
period. I’d end it with three dots.”
— Jason Schwartzman
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a decision that proves to 
be ill-advised. 
Gandolfi ni’s presence 
in “Killing Me Softly” 
is reminiscent of his role 
in the HBO series “The 
S o p r a no s”  (t ho u g h 
t h e  m o v i e  h a r d l y 
compares), but that’s 
not h is  character in 
every scene. No longer 
at the top of his game, 
Mickey now spends his 
days drowning himself 
in alcohol-related self-
pity and spending time 
with prostitutes.
While most viewers 
may think the scenes 
w h e r e  C o g a n  a n d 
Mickey exchange words 
move the story along 
at  an excr uc iat ingly 
slow pace, there is a 
poi nt  to  t hem ,  a nd 
i t ’s  mo s t l y  t o  he lp 
character ize Cogan. 
Cog a n  i s  d i sg u s ted 
w it h  ever y t h i ng  he 
sees around him: the 
economic situation and 
how everyone seems to 
take it. He’s keeping a 
level head as he’s stuck 
cleaning up the mess 
and displays his cynical 
n a t u r e  b y  b l a s t i n g 
Obama’s talk of unity 
and change as being 
empty and worthless.
“ K i l l i n g  T h e m 
S of t l y ”  i s  ab out  a s 
pessimist ic as it gets 
t o w a r d  A m e r i c a n 
capita l ism, and t hat 
level  of  c y n ic i sm i s 
equally met with great 
fi lmmaking and acting.
T h e  b r i l l i a n t 
cinematography makes 
killing look like a form 
of art, so the fi lm is not 
for the squeamish. On a 
technical level, it works 
s im i la rly  to  “Dredd 
3D” in using extreme 
slow-motion shots, with 
bul let s enter ing and 
exiting human skin as 
well shattered glass with 
artistic effect.
D o m i n i k  a l s o 
demonstrates his knack 
for developing brilliant 
atmosphere and attitude 
to  set  a  scene .  The 
decaying, rundown New 
Orleans at mosphere 
easily compliments the 
dark, visceral feel of the 
entire fi lm.
While all of the cast 
member s  ow n t he i r 
camera t ime, Pit t  is 
the star of the movie, 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s 
fearlessness in taking 
uncomfortable roles. 
Pitt’s performance gives 
the enigmat ic Jack ie 
Cogan such an amiable 
and char ismat ic,  yet 
also callous, persona, 
one that r ivals Ryan 
Gosling in “Drive.” In 
the movie, it’s Cogan 
professionalism against 
ever yone el se’s  lack 
thereof, but he’s st il l 
just another man like 
the rest of them stuck 
in society’s underbelly, 
tak ing a minimal fee 
for his work during the 
recession.
The f i lm probably 
cou ld  h ave  t a ken  a 
lesson f rom it s  t it le 
and expressed its bitter 
tongue toward the state 
of the nation with more 
subtlety. It may also not 
impress the usual fans 
of gritty crime dramas. 
But  “ K i l l i ng  T hem 
Softly” isn’t looking for 
audience approval.  
KILLING ● Cont. from 5
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/
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EMPLOYMENT
Sodexo at THE NATIONAL 
ADVOCACY CENTER is now 
accepting applications for a 
Part-time Front Desk Clerk
Qualified applicants must be 
able to work weeknights and 
Sundays, Most holidays off!
Apply in person, Monday-
Wednesday, 9:30a-11:30a 
and1:30p-3:30p. 1600 
Hampton Street ANNEX, 
Suite 310 Columbia, SC 29201
All applicants must be able to 
pass a background check and 
drug screen!! EEO AA/M/F/D/V
If student please attach 
class schedule
EMPLOYMENT
Student Media Ad team is 
now hiring. We are looking for 
students graduating no earlier 
than May 2015. Please email 
sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu for 
more information.
OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day 
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE 
NEC.Training Available. 
800-965-6520 XT253
LOST & FOUND
LOST DOG: ROSEWOOD/ 
FIVE POINTS AREA
He is a yorkie mix, brown and 
black, answeres to Baxter. He 
had a blue harness on and 
was last seen Monday night 
around 5pm. If you see him 
call 803.351.7022.
SERVICES
CASH FOR BOOKS! WE BUY 
EVERY BOOK! TEXT ISBNs 
FOR QUOTE! 484-362-3423 
THRU 12/19
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days.  
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise. 
Accommodations on the 
island at your choice of 13 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 
800-867-5018
ACROSS
1 Phone-tocomputer
link
6 Picture of health?
10 Doubtful
14 Mimic’s skill
15 Box ofﬁ ce sight,
often
16 The Big Easy
acronym
17 Attire with deep
pockets
19 Sketch
20 Nikon D3S, e.g.,
brieﬂ y
21 Chops meat
22 Peaceful protest
23 Cake layer
25 Bullets with
luminous trails
27 Place offering
good looks?
30 Frittata needs
31 Frenzied
indulgence
32 Martini request
35 Ra or Odin
36 “Good job!” (and
a hint to the
beginning of 17-,
27-, 43- or 57-
Across)
39 “The Color
Purple” actress
__ Dawn Chong
40 Past
41 Creme-ﬁ lled
cookie
42 Pyramid plateau
43 Lake Tahoe’s
sole outlet
47 Renaissance
50 Stand up
51 What the
fashionably late
never are
52 Saharan
53 Many AARP
mems.
56 Having a tiff
57 Penniless, as in
the opening of
“Me and Bobby
McGee”
60 Mystical character
61 Egyptian symbol
of life
62 Helmsley dubbed
“Queen of Mean”
63 Went lickety-split
64 Snoopy
65 Longtime NBC
newsman
Newman
DOWN
1 Apples on many
desks
2 Play-of-color
gem
3 Bold bravery
4 Work measure
5 Mr. Magoo’s
malady
6 Bigger than
average,
commercially
7 Hockey venue
8 Colony crawler
9 “Uh-huh”
10 Charge with a
crime
11 Area of expertise
12 Pizazz
13 Shows boredom
18 Early Atari video
game
22 Company that
made Japan’s
ﬁ rst plastic radio
24 Pennies: Abbr.
25 Spanish bull
26 Diana who
played Mrs.
Peel
27 Old Chevy
28 Wide-eyed
29 “The Chosen”
author Chaim __
32 Best way to cross
a speed bump
33 Bring down, as a
house
34 Wine datum
36 Fret
37 Stuck in __
38 “Ugh!”
42 Enlistees, for
short
43 Leaning
44 Like the smell of
soil
45 Pennsylvania
port
46 Conundrum
47 Backsides
48 Enjoy to the max
49 Salty solution
52 Questions
54 Hindu princess
55 Zany Laurel
57 Outlaw
58 One, to Juan
59 Gave a lot of
bologna, say
12/05/12
Solutions from 12/04/12
12/05/12
1 2 3 4
for 12/04/12
Aries 
The pace is picking up. 
Accept your greater good. 
Your workload’s getting 
more intense. Release 
something or someone 
who’s leading you astray.
Taurus 
Stay out of someone else’s 
argument and get into 
relaxation mode for the 
next two days. Somebody 
nearby sure looks good. 
Seduction suffuses the 
ambiance.
Gemini 
Stick with the facts at 
work. Don’t go too far too 
fast. Fix up your home 
today and tomorrow. Use 
water imagery. Have the 
party at your house.
Cancer 
A vorac ious learn ing 
phase begins. Practicing 
something you love to 
do goes well now. Save 
enough to get a special 
treat after paying bills. 
Resolve confusion.
Leo 
Work now; play in a few 
days. You can earn extra 
cash now. Glamorize 
your appearance. Ground 
a vision in reality and 
resist temptation.
Virgo 
Assertiveness works well 
now, so avoid distractions. 
You’re more powerful 
than usual for the next 
few days, which is useful 
with a diffi cult job. 
Libra 
S l o w  d o w n  a n d 
contemplate potent ial 
ou t c ome s .  Wr ap  up 
d e t a i l s  t o d a y  a n d 
tomorrow. There may be 
a confl ict of interests. 
Scorpio 
It ’s get t ing fun now 
(and public). Ponder 
party possibilities and 
enjoy planning music, 
food and d iversion. 
G ive  up  a  f a nt a s y, 
e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r 
pressure. 
Sagittarius 
T he  up com i ng  day s 
require patience, as there 
may be a disagreement 
about priorities or delayed 
correspondence. Consider 
assuming more authority.
Capricorn 
Consider attending a 
business seminar. Plan 
your agenda. Build a 
picture of wealth in 
your mind. Imagine 
doing what you love.
Aquarius 
Keep it practical. Figure 
out finances today and 
tomorrow, but wait until 
overnight to sign. Pay 
bills. Changes necessitate 
budget revisions. 
Pisces 
Review the instructions 
again. Share the load 
today and tomorrow, 
b u t  ho ld  o n  t o  t he 
responsibi l it y.  Avoid 
back t r ac k i ng.  W h at 
you get isn’t what you 
expected. 
HOROSCOPES
TODAY 
“THE WINTER WONDERETTES” 
8 p.m., $20 general / $17 student 
Town Theatre, 
1012 Sumter St. 
“ANNA KARENINA” 
(2:30), 5:30 & 8:30 p.m., 
$7 students ($6 matinee) / 
$8 general ($7 matinee) 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 
1607 Main St. 
TOMORROW
CRAIG BUTTERFIELD 
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $5 
Conundrum Music Hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
PIKE PRESENTS: AN EVENING 
WITH BRYSON JENNINGS 
9 p.m. doors / 10:30 p.m. show, $10 
advance / $12 day of show 
5 Points Pub, 
2020 Devine St. 
TODAY 
EVERY TIME I DIE, THE CHARIOT, LET LIVE 
6:30 p.m., $17 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
90.5 
Seconds 
of the 
News
all your news in a minute and a half (and a half)
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Rebounding is as natural as talking 
for Sout h Carol ina sophomore 
forward Aleighsa Welch. 
Both the rebounding and the 
commu nicat ion jumped out  to 
women’s basketball coach Dawn 
Staley when she was recruiting Welch, 
but after losing four starters from last 
year’s team, Staley wanted more from 
Welch entering this season.
But Welch didn’t need Staley to 
challenge her. Welch challenged 
herself.
“Aleighsa was kind of taking notes 
last year,” Staley said. “We didn’t 
need her to be a scorer. This year, 
she knew from who we lost to that 
she was going to have to step up her 
game, and she’s done that.”
The second-highest rebounding 
freshman in the SEC last year, Welch 
has tallied five double-doubles this 
season and is tied for fi rst on the team 
in scoring with 12 points per game. 
She leads with 10.2 rebounds per 
game.
Though Welch’s more aggressive 
approach to scor ing has helped 
pushed the Gamecocks to a 9-0 start, 
it’s still a “work in progress” for her. 
She averaged 7.6 points per game last 
season to go with her 6.1 rebounding 
average. 
“It’s just something I have to get 
comfortable with doing,” Welch said. 
“It wasn’t really something I actually 
came in with, so it’s something I’m 
learning to adjust to making it second 
nature. I just talked to (assistant coach 
Nikki) McCray about comparing it 
to my rebounding. It needs to be 
something that just comes natural to 
me.”
Welch said she benef ited from 
teams not knowing what to expect 
from her as a freshman, but in her 
second season, she knows teams will 
look to limit her post presence and 
dare her to shoot.
Staley has talked to Welch about 
taking more midrange shots for the 
same reason. Eventually, Staley said 
she’d like to expand Welch’s range to 
the 3-point line.
“She can shoot the ball, but she 
just doesn’t shoot the ball,” Staley 
said. “We’re just trying to get her 
more comfortable to shoot the ball 
in practice and in games because 
we know what’s coming. Hopefully, 
we can kind of expand that out to 
3 because we do want her to play 
beyond the Universit y of South 
Carolina.”
Welch’s quick understanding of 
her shift ing role as a sophomore 
wasn’t a surprise to Staley or Welch’s 
teammates. Staley said Welch was 
a “talker” during the recruit ing 
process. 
A military mother and a good high 
school program contributed to Welch 
becoming a disciplined and “cerebral 
kid,” Staley said.
Senior guard Ieasia Walker said 
Welch’s vocal ability was rare as a 
freshman.
“I think she articulates really well 
and knows what she wants to say and 
says it in a good way that everyone 
can be receptive to it,” Walker said.
Welch said last season was about a 
transition from high school basketball 
to the collegiate level, and she feels 
more confident and aggressive this 
season.
T ho u g h  t he r e ’s  b e e n  m o r e 
confidence, Welch said there hasn’t 
been complacency. When she was 
named the Most Outstanding Player 
for the Reef Division at the Virgin 
Islands Paradise Jam, she said she saw 
that as motivation.
“It does add fuel to the fi re as far 
as knowing what I can accomplish,” 
Welch  sa id .  “For  me ,  it ’s  not 
something that I can take and say, 
‘Well, I won tournament [MOP], 
so I can just relax.’ I think with that 
it makes you have to step up your 
performance even more.”
As Staley coaches her through 
t r a n s i t i o n s  a n d  u p c o m i n g 
adjustment s ,  some t h ings have 
changed with Welch, while others 
have rightfully stayed the same.
“You’re not going to really see any 
jump as far as maturity,” Staley said. 
“I think she understands what we 
want. She knew that last year and she 
played like that.” 
Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Aleighsa Welch (right) is averaging 12 points per game and 10.2 rebounds per game.
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Welch taking on new role as scorer
Sophomore forward has 
same maturity as last year
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Michigan challenges USCSCOUTING REPORT
2012 overall record: 8-4
Conference record: 6-2
Record vs. USC: 1-1 
Coach: Brady Hoke
            Record: 66-56 (10 years) 
            Record at Michigan: 19-6 (2 years) 
Season overview: Michigan fi nished the season 
second behind Nebraska in the Legends division 
of the Big 10. All four of its losses this season 
have come against teams that fi nished the season 
in the top 25. The Wolverines started the season 
with a 41-14 loss against No. 2 Alabama, and they 
recovered with two home wins before losing 13-6 
at then–No. 11 Notre Dame. Their third loss came 
against the Cornhuskers in their eighth game. 
The Wolverines’ fi nal game of the regular season 
was at rival Ohio State. Michigan had a one-point 
advantage at halftime but surrendered two second-
half fi eld goals to fall 26-21. The team committed 
three turnovers in the second half, two of which 
resulted in scoring drives for the Buckeyes. 
Offense: Michigan’s of fense, led by senior 
quarterback Denard Robinson, relies primarily on 
the run to put up points. Robinson injured his right 
elbow in the fi rst half of the loss against Nebraska 
and missed the next two weeks, and he lined up at 
running back in his fi rst game back on the fi eld. 
Robinson is a run-fi rst quarterback who has not 
attempted more than 29 passes in any of his starts 
this season. 
Junior quarterback Devin Gardner played 
well as his backup, with a particularly impressive 
performance against Iowa in which he accounted 
for six touchdowns in a 42-17 win. Michigan has 
averaged 30 points per game as an offense. 
Robinson is the team’s rushing leader with 
an average of nearly 117 yards per game. Junior 
Fitzgerald Toussaint was the team’s primary 
running back for most of the season, starting nine 
games, until he broke his left leg in the Nov. 17 
game against Iowa. He required surgery after the 
game and will not play in the Outback Bowl. 
The team has two primary threats at wide 
receiver in junior Jeremy Gallon and senior Roy 
Roundtree. They have averaged 57 and 46 receiving 
yards per game, respectively, and each has broken 
100 receiving yards in a game once this season. 
Defense: The Wolverines’ defense has allowed 
fewer than 19 points per game this season. Redshirt 
sophomore Jake Ryan, who has started all 12 games 
as an outside linebacker, is tied for the team lead 
with four sacks, and he leads the team with 84 
tackles. Defensive coordinator Greg Mattison, who 
left the Baltimore Ravens to accept the position at 
Michigan in January 2011, has a track record of 
building units that stop the run well.
The defensive line has been a question mark 
all season, with three fi rst-time starters who were 
exposed against Alabama. But Michigan’s defense 
had one of its strongest performances of the year 
against Ohio State, sacking quarterback Braxton 
Miller four times. 
Outback Bowl history: Michigan has appeared 
in the Outback Bowl four times, with a record of 
3-1. The Wolverines’ most recent appearance was 
in 2003, when they defeated Florida 38-30. 
Paulina Berkovich
PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Wolverines have dual-threat 
quarterback, stingy defense
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Michigan coach Brady Hoke has a 19-6 overall record as the Wolverines coach. The team was 8-4 this season.
